is removed from synonymy with M. cijanea (Say) , and M. cijanea is reduced to a subspecies of M. excavata (Olivier) . Lectotypes are designated for taxa described originally in the genus Hispa, i.e., Hispa vittata, H. xerene, and H. erebiis, and neotypes are designated for H. excavata and H. cijanea. Phylogenetic relationships are discussed.
History.-The generic name Microrhopala was first published by Dejean (1837) and attributed to Chevrolat. This name has often been hsted with Dejean as its author, because it was never actually described or listed by Chevrolat. However, following the nomenclatural interpretation of Barber and Bridwell (1940) Van Dyke (1925) . Most of these varieties represent true subspecies, but laetula and interrupta are no longer recognized (Weise 1911 , McCauley 1938 .
Also, H. hecate Newman, 1841 , was synonymized with M. cyanea by Gemminger and Harold (1876) , and M. bivitticollis was de- scribed by Baly (1864) and later synonymized with M. rubrolineata var. signaticollis by Weise (1911). placed in the subfamily Hispinae and the tribe Uroplatini (Weise 1910 
Biology
The life cycle and development of Microrhopala are well known for only M. vittata and M. xerene (Hendrickson 1930 , McCauley 1938 In connection with the present study, all the characters mentioned above were again examined, and several others were also investigated (Table 1) . These previously unused characters include the extent of minute reticulation, the size of the eye, the nature of the punctures behind the eye, the shape of the (Newman) 10(9).
Profile of frons prominently rounded, not angulate (Fig. 9g) Frons angulate in lateral aspect (Fig. 9f) ; interstriae 3 usually narrower than striae 3 or 4; interstriae 9 distinctly serrate; Minnesota and Nova Scotia to Texas and Florida; 4.1-5.6 mm excavata excavata (Olivier) Lateral profile of frons not angulate or prominent (Fig. 9e) ; interstriae 3 usually wider than striae 3 or 4, at least posteriorly; interstriae 9 not or but slightly serrate; Alberta and Manitoba to Arizona, Texas, and Missouri; 4.0-6.0 mm excavata cyanea (Say) Microrhopala vittata (Fabricius) Head Distribution.-California to Baja California (Fig. 4) Microrhopala excavata (Olivier) Hispa Microrhopala excavata excavata (Olivier) Hispa excavata Olivier, Distribution.-Florida (Fig. 7) .
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